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Next Council Mtg:
Tuesday, Dec. 3
6:30 PM, Rm 12.

Grand
Knight’s
Corner

Assembly Mtg. follows.

Acting GK Jack Seaman
Grand Knight Roberto DelaPena is out of the area for the next few months,
so we are now in the capable hands of our Chancellor, Jack Seaman.

Parish Holiday Box
Lunch ~ After Masses
weekend of 14 & 15
December
Baked Ham w/glaze,
mashed potatoes or
fried rice, green beans,
biscuit & DESSERT!
$10 each.
Please help if you are
able, and enjoy some
good fellowship as well.

Brother Knights,
Our current Grand Knight, Brother Roberto, has traveled to the Philippines
and will be there until March 2020. I’ve been asked to be the acting Grand
Knight until he returns from the Philippines. I look forward to working with
each of you!
November has proved to be another active month for the Knights. Coats for
Kids, and Fr. Topel’s farewell reception were very successful events. Many
thanks to the ones that help make these events a success.
As we begin the Christmas season, I want to wish all Knights and their
families and friends, a very Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas,
Jack Seaman, AGK
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Upcoming Dates for your Calendar:
Thu, Nov 28: Happy Thanksgiving!
Sun, Dec 1: Start of Advent.
Tue, Dec 3: Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM, Rm. 12, Assembly Mtg to follow.
Sat, Dec 7: Men’s Breakfast @ 9 AM in Voltin Hall. POC: Al Velez.
Sat, Dec 7: Communal Rosary @ 4:30 PM, in the Church.
Sun. Dec 8: Angel Tree Coat Gift Wrap @ 10:45AM, in Rm 8.
Sat/Sun, Dec 14/15: Recruitment Weekend — wear your vests!
Sat/Sun, Dec 14/15: Parish Holiday Box Lunch after Masses Saturday & Sunday.

See Flyer Below!

Wed, Dec 25: “She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest
room available for them.”
Thu—Sat, Dec 26—28: Triduum for the Holy Family @ 6PM. POC: Deacon John.
Sun, Dec 29: Consecration to the Holy Family @ 1130 Mass. POC: Deacon John.

See Flyer Below!

Wed, Jan 1: Happy New Year! ~ “Sing a new song to the Lord, for he has done marvelous deeds. His
right hand and holy arm have won the victory.”
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
- Isaiah 9:5 NABRE

WELCOME to three new members this month ~ all transfer in from their previous Councils:
Robert Perry, Ted Leniszewski (our church Administrator), and James Peplinski.

Left: A new transfer in, Ted Leniszewski is also our Church
Administrator. Above: Arturo Rosales receives his 3rd
Degree Exemplification Certificate.
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Looking Forward: What’s on the Agenda?
This month we resume our well-received box lunches ~ with an especially nice holiday meal,
main course Glazed Ham! ~ Your help is always appreciated!

Come check-out what Jaime’s cookin’ up for us
~ all Masses on 14/15 December.

Triduum and Consecration to the Holy Family
Left: If you are staying in the area over the holidays, plan on
participating in our Triduum and Consecration to the Holy Family
led by Deacon John, from Dec 26—28, with the Consecration at
the 1130 Mass on the 29th.
See the included flyer for more information.

Men’s Retreat
Right: Fr. John Topel, SJ, will be the presenter for
our Men’s Retreat on Jan 18, 2020. We have been
very fortunate to have him as a weekend pastor
these past two years, this will be a last opportunity
to benefit from his unique ability to convey the
truth of the Gospels ~ you won’t want to miss this!
See the included flyer for more information.
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.
- Philippians 4:8
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Looking Back: The Month in Review

Led by Deacon John, Bill Dewey, and
George Harding, we had a dignified and
poignant Memorial Service for deceased
Knights and other parishioners on
Saturday, November 16.
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On Sunday, Nov 17, we had a
“Black Friday” Coats-forKids distribution for those
in need who attend our
Sunday Hispanic Mass, and
one thing is certain…
(See next page.)
(Left: No surprise here, Bill Dewey also
took the opportunity to do some recruiting
during the event.)
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We made for some
Happy Faces
all around…
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T.K.’s Reflections

Thomas K. LaBombard (La-Bom-bard)

Glory to God in the Highest
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be a#aid. I bring you good news
that wi$ cause great joy for a$ the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This
wi$ be a sign to you: You wi$ find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.’
When the angels had le% them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.’”
- Luke 2:8-15, NIV

One of my favorite things to do is visiting and having good “Kingdom talk” with fellow Christians. It intrigues me
to learn how others found God, built their faith and their insight regarding our Savior. Several weeks back I had
the opportunity to have a lengthy conversation with a gentleman who is a Messianic Jew. Speaking with a chosen
child of God who has understood and found Christ the Messiah blesses me beyond description. Anyway, our
conversation eventually got on the topic of Christmas, and he had much to say regarding the day Jesus was born.
No, I am not advocating changing the time of year that we celebrate Christmas, but listening to what this
gentleman had to say blessed me beyond belief. Knowing and understanding the true, plausible day of Christ’s
birth adds so much to my faith and appreciation of what God has done for me. For us. I took notes of our
conversation, and even called him a few times to make sure I was getting it all straight.
My new friend shared with me seven reasons why he believes that Christ was born on the first day of “Sukkot,” the
Feast of Tabernacles. So, what exactly is Sukkot? In the Old Testament we read that God commanded Israel to
have seven holy celebrations. Three of those celebrations are to be a feast; “Pesach” (Passover), Shevuoth
(Pentecost), and Sukkot. Sukkot is a celebration to remind the Israelites of their living in tabernacles (tents, etc.),
while on their 40 year journey in the desert, a celebration of God giving them shelter after being freed from
bondage in Egypt. Note that Sukkot means “Rejoice.” Sukkot is the only holy celebration that the Lord
commanded the Israelites to “Rejoice,” to have eight days of joyous celebration. During the feast, small structures
(sucka) are built to live in for the week of the feast. Usually though, they eat in them during the day rather than
actually living in them. During the celebration, anyone who enters a sucka will be received with the utmost
hospitality and generosity, no matter who they might be. This brings us to the first of the seven reasons my friend
believes Christ was born on the first day of Sukkot. Some are taken from the Bible, and some from old, Jewish
tradition and liturgy.
During the Feast of Tabernacles, the Israelites believe that “Ushpezin,” or “special visitor,” will come to visit and
enter one of their sucka. It is their belief that Ushpezin will be the “Messiah,” and this is the reason they receive
anyone who enters their sucka with utmost hospitality. They want to ensure that the Messiah is met with the
reverence he so richly deserves. All this being said, the Jewish people believe that the Messiah will come during
Sukkot. (We know He already did.)
This brings us to the second reason. During Sukkot all Israeli men, Jew and gentile living in Israel, are to go to
Jerusalem. My friend asked me, “Why were the shepherds in the fields on the night of Christ’s birth?” Consider
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that normally shepherds would corral their flocks at night and go home just like anyone else. Historically, Sukkot
was the only time that shepherds would congregate around Jerusalem with their flocks. This was due to the type of
sacrifices that were to be given each day of the feast. Bethlehem is barely five miles from Jerusalem and was the
optimal place to keep the herds. Being that they were not from Bethlehem, the shepherds would stay in the fields
with their sheep. As you might recall, the Book of Luke 2:8 reads, “And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.” (Just a side note: We know that Joseph and Mary went to
Bethlehem because of Caesar’s command to have a census, but if it was to occur during Sukkot, there wouldn’t be
any place in the inn. It would be like trying to find a motel on the first day of hunting season, and you forgot to
make a reservation.)
Here I need to step back a bit. The Bible tells us that Christ was born six months after his cousin, John. If you
recall, Mary visited Elizabeth who was also with child. Elizabeth conceived right after her husband’s Zachariah’s
priestly duties, which occurred during the 8th month of Abijah (July), John would have been born on Passover,
which is six months before the Feast of Tabernacles. So the chronology lines up correctly.
To move on, there is another Jewish tradition that says pregnant women, “Have the light within her.” When the
mother delivers, they say “She has given light.” This same tradition says that, “The Messiah will be conceived on
the Feast of Lights, in other words, on “Hanukkah.” You guessed it, Hanukkah is nine months before Sukkot. If we
stop and reflect for a minute, in John 8:12, Christ said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." Wow!
Now looking forward, we know that Christ announced and began his ministry when he turned thirty years old. In
the Jewish tradition a man is not considered to be righteous, or to have wisdom until that age. Thus, Christ would
not have been allowed to speak in public until his thirtieth birthday. Christ announced his ministry on “Hashana
Rabba,” which happens to be the fifth day of Sukkot. So if you are following me, Christ’s birthday fell on Sukkot;
thus, he began his ministry during the Feast of Tabernacles.
Finally, this is my favorite point; on the first day of Sukkot the Jewish people rejoice and sing praises. On this day
they sing one particular hymn from Jewish liturgy, and the lyrics are, “Glory to God in the Heavens and on the
earth, peace and good will towards the earth.” Sound familiar? My friend told me that his is the hymn sung for
over 2,000 years. Luke 2:13-14 reads, “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.’” The angels of God came during the birth of our Lord and sang this hymn from Jewish liturgy in the
presence of the Shepherds who were in the fields with their sheep. The shepherds would have comprehended the
significance of the hymn. Due to the tradition of the Messiah being born on Sukkot, coming as a light during the
Feast of Tabernacles, they knew beyond doubt that the Messiah indeed had been born.
As I talked with my friend, the realization set in that God truly had a phenomenal plan regarding the life of
Christ (we already knew that though). Christ was born on the first day of the holy feast that demanded the utmost
joy and rejoicing; according to Jewish tradition, signifying the coming of the Messiah, the gift of life, the gift of
salvation. (This year Sukkot was October 13–20. The dates for the celebration do change from year to year.) The
angels came rejoicing on the first day of the most exciting, joyous time of the Jewish year. What a time for our
Lord to be born. Let us praise, worship, and revere our Lord this coming Christmas season as we never have
before. Let us thank our Lord for the most awesome plan of salvation that he set in place from the beginning of
time. Let us thank him once again for his gift. During my conversation with my friend, I reflected on how Christ
not only was born on Sukkot, but he eventually died on the Feast of Passover. But that is for another article. I pray
that you all have a wonderful, blessed Christmas. I love you guys and pray for you daily.
Tempus Fugit, Momento Mori – Vivat Jesus!

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name him WonderCounselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful,Upon
David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and sustains By judgment and justice, both
now and forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
– Isaiah 9:5-6

When Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of
Judea, in the days of
King Herod, behold,
magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem,
2 saying, “Where is
the newborn king of
the Jews? We saw his
star at its rising and
have come to do him
homage.”
- Matthew 2:1-2

December
Birthday Knights!
12/3
12/9
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/23
12/24
12/25

Francisco Atoigue
Peter Llanes
Dennis Sevi$a
Todd Flowerday
Jerome Chandler
Renato Agpawa
John Amlag
Luis Talavera
Al Velez
Matthew Brazerol
James Reeder
Joel Cardenas
David Chisholm
John Marsha$

Dan O’Keefe is our
Knights of Columbus Field Agent.
If you have any insurance or
financial planning questions,
Phone: 360-808-2052, or
daniel.OKeefe@KOFC.ORG

Newsletter Editor: Mark Alcamo, at:
alcamos@comcast.net, or 360-377-3023.

Who is this
handsome young
man?

Please feel free to contact me with comments or
suggestions, or if you’d like to submit something.
Thanks for reading . . .
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A Merry “Merry Christmas” Contest
Here it is, the chance for Fame & Fortune right within your own community of Knight Brothers! It was first suggested
by Bill Paxson that we have a holiday contest to see who could correctly identify the most translations of “Merry
Christmas” in various foreign languages—so being the great idea that it is, this is it!
Below are listed 20 greetings of “Merry (or Happy) Christmas” in languages other than English. This is not an easy
contest (it’s a$ Greek to me), so you are permitted to use up to three helpers (family, friends, coworkers) while you decide
on your answers—but no one can refer to any books, the internet, or “smart” devices, etc. . . . Viel Glück! (“Good Luck!”
in German).
Arabic

_______

1.

Directions:

Buon Natale

Bengali

_______

2.

Glædelig Jul

Hawaiian

_______

3.

Kala Christouyenna

Danish

_______

4. Maligayang Pasko

Esperanto

_______

5.

Farsi

_______

6. shubho bôṛodin

French

_______

7.

German

_______

8. Chuć Mưǹg Giańg Sinh

Greek

_______

9. Meri Kurisumasu

Chamorro

_______

10. Sheng Dan Kuai Le

Italian

_______

11. Christmas MobArak

Japanese

_______

12. Feliz Navidad

Klingon

_______

13. Joyeux Noël

Spanish

_______

14. Suk sarn warn Christmas

Mandarin

_______

15. Feliĉan Kristnaskon

Tagalog

_______

16. Krismasi Njema

Vietnamese

_______

17. Geseënde Kersfees

Swahili

_______

18. Felis Påsgua

Thai

_______

19. Mutlu Noeller

Turkish

_______

20. Mele Kalikimaka

For each language on the
l e f t , p i c k t h e “Me r r y
Christmas” translation
you think fits and write
that number in the blank.
For example, if you think
“Kala Christouyenna”
sounds Greek to you,
(hint), you’d write “3” in
the blank next to
“Greek.” Et cetera . . .

Frohe Weihnachten

toDwI'ma' qoS yItIvqu'

Answers:
You grade your own eﬀorts—answers are
found on our Knights webpage (near the
bottom of the page) on the HTP website
(under “Organizations & Services”):
h t t p s : / / w w w. h t c b r e m e r t o n . o r g /
organizations - ser vices/knights -ofcolumbus
And in the true Spirit of this Christmas
contest, we even have a Christmas Riddle!

When does Christmas come
before Thanksgiving?

?

?
(In the Dictionary.)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
“KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL”

HOLIDAY PARISH BOX LUNCH
DEC 14 & 15, 2019
FOLLOWING BOTH Saturday & Sunday Masses
Pick-up out front of Church Entrance

MENU

BAKED HAM
PINEAPPLE GLAZE
RUSTIC MASHED POTATOES/GRAVY
OR FRIED RICE
GREEN BEANS
BISCUIT
DESSERT

BOX LUNCH IS $10.00
Accepting Cash, Check or Credit Card

You deserve a treat – plan on take-out!

“MERRY CHRISTMAS”

Triduum and Consecration to the Holy Family

The purpose of this triduum and Consecration is to strengthen families to devote themselves to the
ideal model of familial love set by Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
concluding with the Consecration to the Holy Family.

Deacon John will be leading us in a Triduum and Consecration to the Holy Family as follows:
•

The triduum (three-day prayer/service) will be held daily from 6—7PM (this includes time for
fellowship after the service):

Thursday, Dec 26 - Saturday, Dec 28, in the chapel (by the church office).
•

Each triduum service will be followed by some time for fellowship (with parishioners
providing light snacks and refreshments). Materials will also be provided for families to design
a family banner representing themselves.

•

A different family will lead the triduum prayer each evening. Participating families are asked
to attend as many of the three daily prayer/services as they are able to.

•

The Consecration to the Holy Family will be held the day following the triduum:

on Sunday, Dec 29, at the 1130 Mass.
•

After the Consecration, families will gather for fellowship and a meal provided by the Knights,
and they will also present their family banners to everyone at this time.

•

If you have participated previously, you are still encouraged to participate again in this
triduum and Consecration.

Sign-ups are after all Masses on the weekends of Dec 14/15 and Dec 21/22.
Points of Contact: Deacon John at 425-412-0055 or 2dcnjohn@gmail.com, or
Marilou Marcotte at 360-479-9525, ext. 216, or marilou@holyt.org

