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KNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER
Holy Trinity Council # 11789 & Assembly #3097
Serving the Church and Community

January 2018
Grand Knight: John Guerrero 621-1944
Recorder: John McGannon 692-3723
Treasurer: Ronald Wilde 907-227-1587

Deputy Grand Knight: Jaime Rivera 434-6043
Financial Secretary: Bill Dewey 692-0782
Chancellor: Jack Seaman 267-4871

Faithful Navigator: John Guerrero 479-4091
Faithful Captain: Vacant

Faithful Comptroller: John McGannon 692-3723
Faithful Scribe: James Kellogg 425-530-0823

Next Council Mtg:
2nd Tuesday this month,
Jan. 9, 6:30, Rm 12

Congratulations to John Guerrero and Jack Seaman!
At our December meeting John Guerrero was elected to serve as Grand
Knight for the remainder of the Fraternal Year (thru June, 2018), and Jack
Seaman was elected to serve as Chancellor. Election of a new Advocate
(vacated by Jack taking Chancellor), will be at the January meeting.
Currently, we have Walter Bogaardt and George Cruz as nominees.

Assembly Mtg to follow.

Grand Knight's
Corner

Jan 20th Dinner
at 6PM! - a week later
than normal!
Start the New Year off right with
another terrific meal prepared by
Jaime Rivera and company.
$10 each, 12 & under is free.
Please plan on joining us for an
evening of good food and
fellowship. (And please plan to
help if you are able!)

Brother Knights,
I’d like to wish you and your family a MERRY Christmas and a Happy New
Year 2018. As you all know, in fraternal year 2016-2017 we were awarded
the STAR COUNCIL and the SERVICE COUNCIL AWARD and you
should be proud of it. I congratulate each one of you for making this
possible.
I’d like to emphasize for the POWER OF TEN LEADERS AND CO
LEADERS to communicate with your fellow brothers, give them feedback
of what’s going on in our activities, especially membership dues in January.
Vivat Jesus,
John Guerrero
Grand Knight
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Upcoming Dates for your Calendar:

December 27, 2017

Sat, Jan 6: Men’s Breakfast @ 9 AM, Social Hall. POC: Deacon Henry, Al Velez.
Sat, Jan 6: Communal Rosary @ 4:30 PM, in the Church. POC: Jaime Rivera, John Guerrero.
Sun, Mon, Jan 7 & 8: Preparing Benedict House dinner. POC: Jaime Rivera & John McGannon, resp.
- we’re still looking for volunteers to help with this!
Tues, Jan 9: Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM, Rm. 12. Assembly meeting to follow.
Fri, Jan 12: 2nd Degree Exemplification. POC: John McGannon.
Sat, Sun, Jan 13 &14: Recruitment Drive. POC: John Guerrero, Jaime Rivera.
Sun, Jan 14: Assembly Parish Breakfast after 8, 9:45 and 11:30 Masses.
Sat, Jan 20: Parish Dinner @ 6PM, Social Hall. POC: Jaime Rivera.
Sat, Jan 27: 3rd Degree Exemplification. POC: John McGannon.
Sat, Feb 10: 4th Degree Exemplification, Seattle. POC: John McGannon.

“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.”
There is no more meaningful time than the beginning of a new year to hear these
words of blessing.
- Pope Francis I

The Power of Prayer: We ask for your
continued prayers for our Brothers currently
dealing with health issues, including Rosa
Guerrero, Tommy LaBombard, George &
Bernice Zerr, Bill Paxson, and Ron & Terry
Lokites, and any others you know of.

Thanks! to those of you involved in the “Coats for Kids”
Program - led by Jaime Rivera. This year twenty four
coats were given to St. Vincent DePaul for distribution.
REMINDER: Annual Dues ($30) is due ASAP to Bill
Dewey FS. You can pay him in person, send a check, or
drop it oﬀ for Bill in the Church Oﬃce—Easy-peasey.
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Another Busy Month for the Knights:
Bill Dewey
and Bob
Ramirez
working
on the
remodel of
classrooms
8 & 10.
Knights served as both “Catchers” and ushers at the
Healing Mass of Nov. 28th.

We held a very successful Silent Auction—over $1630 raised for
the Capital Campaign—led by Judy Ballance, Diane Yaw, Phyllis
Trog, Phyllis Ramirez, and Gail Dewey, it was also helped along by
several Knights, including Bill Dewey, and George Cruz above.
The 4th Degree Assembly Color Guard served on
successive nights for the Simbang Gabi Mass
(below & rt.) on Dec. 11th, and the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Mass (above) on Dec. 12th.

December 27, 2017

T.K.’s Reflections

Thomas K. LaBombard

New Beginnings
Many years ago, a good friend said to me, “If you’re not growing daily, you’re dying gradually.” His statement
greatly impacted me as it related to my Christian walk. Being raised in a Christian home does not necessarily
mean an individual is a Christian, but thankfully, my parents established an environment that truly nurtured
Christian principles. As I look back on my spiritual journey, there have been periodic milestones made in my
life. Rather, spiritual hurdles that were overcome, resulting in continued growth. Of course, that does not mean
I don’t stumble. More times than not, I take my eyes oﬀ God; and just as the Apostle Paul wrote of himself,
“For I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not want” (Romans 7:19; NABRE). Yet, just as Paul, I
strive to overcome, pick myself up, and continue the race.
So! Where am I going with this? Well, the past couple of days, I have been reflecting on the upcoming
New Year. Most people view the new year as a time of new beginnings; a time to reflect, and a time to make
resolutions. Resolutions such as quitting smoking, losing weight, drinking less wine, etc. Unfortunately, only a
few of us succeed in achieving our new founded goals. So, what is it that prevents us from achieving these new
tasks? I am sure there are many reasons, but I would speculate that maybe we forget to prioritize where God
fits in. As Christians, when we take our eyes oﬀ God or fail to include Him in what we do, our endeavors tend
to fail. I have learned this the hard way, and unfortunately, I continue to make this mistake.
Take heart though. It is my belief that the Creator indeed cares and desires to assist us. The Book of
Matthew 6:3 reads, “But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
you besides.” At times, I feel unworthy to ask God for help; but if you recall, King David was an adulterer, a
murderer, a liar, he ignored Levitical law, was negligent of kingly duties, and outright disobeyed God’s direct
command. Still, the Book of Acts 13:22 tells us that he was a man after God’s own heart. How could that be?
Possibly, because David accepted the consequences of his actions, repented, and once he realized he was out of
God’s will, he strived to change his behavior. We can appreciate his sincerity of repentance as we read the Book
of Psalms. In chapter 51:10—12, he wrote, “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your
salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.” The Hebrew word for creation, bārā, literally means “to
create out of nothing.” Basically, David was asking God to rip out his heart and make him a whole new one.
Also, the Hebrew word for “renew” is “chādhash,” which means “to repair.” All in all, David desired to be made
into a new man. A righteous man who continued to seek God.
Now, keeping all this in mind, just as in previous years, there are many things in my life that I would like
to change this year. Basically, the stereotypical losing weight, exercising more, controlling my temper, etc. This
year though, I have determined to try a diﬀerent approach: As Paul tells us, I am going to keep my eyes on The
Kingdom and pray. That will be my focus and goal; after which, I hope the other things will fall into place as
well. Just as King David, I ask that God create in me a new heart. It isn’t my wish to sound self-righteous,
because I know I will fail, just as I always have—but even though I fail, I know that God will assist me in
achieving new goals. Remember, if you aren’t growing daily, you’re just dying gradually. And when we do
approach our inevitable end (memento mori), we might be able to reflect back and echo the Apostle Paul’s selfassessment, “I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith” (II Timothy 4:7).
Thanks for reading, and if you have any questions or comments, please contact me, Thomas LaBombard, at
tklabombard@gmail.com or at 360-434-3699.
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Bill Anderson receives award for
September Knight of the Month.

Bob and Phyllis Ramirez receive award for October
Family of the Month.
Knights of Columbus Online Resources: If you
aren’t familiar with them already, there are some very
informative Knights of Columbus online resources
available, including:
The National (Supreme) website:
http://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
The State website:
http://www.kofc-wa.org/nnDefault.aspx
And we have our own Council’s webpage on the HTP
website (under the “Organizations & Services”
menu bar):
https://www.htcbremerton.org/organizations-services/
knights-of-columbus
And, Walter Bogaardt has started a Facebook page
for the Council:
https://www.facebook.com/kofc11789/
(Great Job, Walter!)
These resources are not only good for your own
benefit, but can be used when you are talking to
others about becoming Knights as well.

The Conversion of St. Paul
is celebrated on January 25th!

For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them.
- Matthew 18 : 20

Newsletter Editor: Mark Alcamo, at: alcamos@comcast.net, or 360-377-3023. Please feel free to contact me
with comments or suggestions, or if you’d like to submit something.
Thanks for reading . . .
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