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Next Council Mtg:
Tuesday, Jan 7
6:30 PM, Rm 12.

Grand
Knight’s
Corner

Assembly Mtg. follows.

Acting GK Jack Seaman
Grand Knight Roberto DelaPena is out of the area for the next few months,
so we are now in the capable hands of our Chancellor, Jack Seaman.

Breakfast-to-Go!
After Sunday Masses
January 12th
French Toast,
scrambled eggs,
sausage & potatoes,
fruit, beverage.
$8 each.
Please help if you are
able, and enjoy some
good fellowship as well.

My Brother Knights and Families,
I hope that everyone enjoyed a Merry Christmas with family and friends. We
have two big events for the month of January: Breakfast-to-Go on January 12th
and the Parish Men’s Retreat on January 18th. The Breakfast-to-Go will be a
carry out breakfast for the three morning Masses. Please support this
fundraiser through your participation. The Parish Men’s Retreat presenter is
Fr. John Topel, SJ. His timely topic is “How do we find God in this troubled
world?” This will be a great event to attend.
As the New Year approaches, some of us will be contemplating “what will be
my New Year’s resolutions?” My suggestion is “I will attend more of my
Knights of Columbus council meetings in the New Year”. And the next
meeting is Tuesday, January 7th. I hope to see you there!
Happy New Year,
Jack Seaman, AGK
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Upcoming Dates for your Calendar:
Wed, Jan 1: HAPPY NEW YEAR!
They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar on eagles’ wings;
They will run and not grow weary, walk and not grow faint.
Sat, Jan 4: Men’s Breakfast @ 9 AM in Voltin Hall. POC: Al Velez.
Sat, Jan 4: Communal Rosary @ 4:30 PM, in the Church.
Mon, Jan 6: Benedict House Dinner (Assembly). POC: John McGannon.
Tue, Jan 7: Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM, Rm. 12, Assembly Mtg to follow.
Sat/Sun, Jan 11/12: Recruitment Weekend — wear your vests!
Sun, Jan 12: Breakfast-to-go; 8AM, 9:45 and 1130 Masses.

See Flyer Below!

Tues, Jan 14: Benedict House Dinner (Council). POC: Jaime Rivera.
Sat, Jan 18: Men’s Retreat!

See Flyer Below!

WELCOME to new member Jeﬀ Angosta and readmission Charles Huhta!
Shown above in front row is Jeﬀ Angosta, with Ron Wilde and Jack Seaman standing behind him.

In Navy vernacular, Jeﬀ “hit the deck
running” — helping here with our
December Box Lunch even before his
1st Degree Exemplification on
December 16!
Pictured here, left-to-right, Don
Thompson, Jeﬀ Angosta, Walter
Bogaardt, and Bill Dewey.
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Looking Forward: What’s on the Agenda?

Men’s Retreat
PLEASE give serious consideration to attending our
upcoming 2nd Men’s Retreat!
Only $25, lunch included.
It’s a terrific way to start the new year!

Sign-ups continue January 4/5 & 11/12!
Fr. John Topel, SJ, will be the presenter, it will be held
on Jan 18, 2020, from 11AM—4PM.
We have been very fortunate to have him as a weekend
pastor these past few years, this will be a last
opportunity to benefit from his unique ability to
convey the truth of the Gospels. He is a terrific
speaker, and always provides insightful commentary on
spiritual matters ~ you won’t want to miss this!
See the included flyer for more information.

I command you: be strong and steadfast! Do not fear
nor be dismayed, for the Lord, your God, is with you
wherever you go.
- Joshua 1:9

French toast, eggs & sausage, yummy yummy yummy, Sun Masses ~ Jan 12!
Your help is always appreciated!
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Looking Back: The Month in Review

Left: George Harding, as District Warden, presented our Council with its Star
Council Award for FY 2018-19. It is our THIRD year in a row for earning
this distinction! Not only that, George pointed out, but only five Councils in the
entire state (of 164 Councils) won the Award. Above: Being it is an award for
the entire Council, we, of course, took an appropriate group picture!

Deacon John is planning a Bible Study for later in 2020
and asked the Knights if they could help get him a
dozen new bibles and catechisms (so all the attendees
would “be on the same page”). A couple months later,
we had secured all the bibles and catechisms for him at
a cost of only $450.

“Thank you” to the Knights who assembled our Parish
Crèche. The team included George Harding, Jack Seaman,
Bill Dewey, Jack McKenzie and Henry Altenburg.
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We continued distribution in our “Coats for Kids” Program, with
more coats given to needy kids from the Hispanic Mass, as well as
three dozen going to Angel Tree kids.
Above left: Al Velez, Ron Wilde, Jaime Rivera (Program Manager),
and Tom Nealon.
Above right: Lynn & Jim McDonough (Angel Tree Coordinators)
and Ashton Trottman (Helper Elf).
Left: John McGannon with two members of our Hispanic Mass.

We had hoped for a bit more interest in
the terrific holiday meal Jaime & Crew
prepared, but we still made $845 on the
weekend with our December box lunch.
Pictured here are some of “the Usual
Suspects”—Jaime Rivera, Walter &
Melodi Bogaardt, Al Velez and Tom
Nealon PLUS a new addition to the
kitchen: recent new member Art Rosales.
Over 25 Knights helped make the meal a
success — thank you to all who helped!
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T.K.’s Reflections

Thomas K. LaBombard (La-Bom-bard)

Begin With and End With
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
- Hebrews 13:8, NIV

Several weeks ago I was having “Kingdom talk” with a pastor friend of mine, and we got onto the topic of how
someone can know something is from God. Yes, it can be a loaded question. Anyway, I asked my friend what his
answer would be and I absolutely loved his response, so much so that I have been reflecting on it much these past
couple of weeks. His wise answer was, “If it doesn’t start with love and end with love, then it isn’t from God.”
Some of us who are analytical in nature can challenge his answer, but over the past several weeks I have
determined that it would be to no avail. Looking at scripture we can see that God’s love is threaded throughout,
from Genesis all the way to Revelation.
To begin with, there are several theological schools of thought as to the reason God created mankind, but that is
not for this article. As we read scripture, we see from the moment that Adam and Eve sinned, even then, God
loved man so much that he began the process of providing us grace and forgiveness. Yes, he removed the first man
and woman from the Garden of Eden, but as a good parent he needed to punish his children. Sin does not go
without consequence. Still, we read in Genesis 3:14–15:
So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, ‘Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your oﬀspring and hers; he will crush your head, and
you will strike his heel.’”
Yeah! That sounds like love? Well it is. God stated at that moment, “and I will put enmity between you and the
women, and between her oﬀspring,” he was telling us that he was already preparing the way for sending his Son for
our forgiveness from the very beginning. He would only do so if he loved us.
As we move to the end of scripture we read in Revelation 21:3–4:
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
We see that God wants to be with us. He wants to commune with us. He wants to hold us. He wants to take away
our pain. He doesn’t just stand waiting for us though. Revelation 3:20 reads, “Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” He
doesn’t stand around waiting for us. He knocks on the door of our heart. If he didn’t love us, do you think he
would do all of this for us? I think not. Of course I’m preaching at the choir.
On a personal note, time and time again, God provides for my family and me, and he does so in a manner that
shows us his love in the good times and the diﬃcult. On Friday evening, December 1st of 2000 our eldest daughter
passed away. We rushed her to the hospital and she lived for 35 minutes, but they couldn’t save her. We were
devastated. Yet, the story began two nights prior. I woke up in the night and couldn’t sleep. I went for a walk and
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wept and wept and grieved for several hours. To say that I felt I was losing my mind is an understatement. There
was nothing for me to grieve about. Yet, in my heart I knew I was going to lose a child, but I knew I was crazy. It
had to be my insane imagination right? Two nights later my daughter passed. As I reflect on that moment I know
God was allowing me to grieve before my daughter passed. Over the next several months I was strong for my wife;
then we traded places. When I finally broke down emotionally, she was strong for me. Why didn’t God just heal
my daughter? I don’t know. I do know that he loves me enough to prepare me and allow me to grieve two days
prior to my daughter’s passing so that I could be strong for my family. But he loves us in the good times to. He
loves us so much he provided onions for our potato salad. (See the October, 2018 newsletter to understand. )
Anyway, for those of you who read my monthly reflections, you know that I write a lot about love: loving God,
loving our family, our neighbors, etc. Why? Well, because Christ told us to, Matthew 22:37-40:
Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
This year I am going to challenge you, my brother Knights. Christ also told us, Matthew 5:43-48:
You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you
love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you
greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Our enemies!? Yes, our enemies. The thing is our Lord and Savior love’s them. Therefore there must be something
redeemable in them just as there is in us. He doesn’t tell us to like them. He tells us to love them. This year I am
making a conscious eﬀort to pray for and love my enemies. As my fellow Knights I challenge you to do the same.
It’s not going to be easy, but let’s do it. Remember, if it doesn’t start with love and end with love, it isn’t from God.
Finally, I would be amiss if I didn’t leave you with this, John 3:16-17:
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
I love you guys, and pray for all of you daily. Peace and blessing upon every one of you.
Tempus Fugit, Momento Mori – Vivat Jesus!

Rest in Peace
With sorrow, we lost Brother Bill Paxson this past
December 15th. The funeral at Holy Trinity Church will
be on Friday, January 10, rosary at 1030, funeral at 11AM.
Bill had been in ill health for sometime. Although the
Paxsons had moved to Nevada a couple years ago to be
nearer their daughter, Bill had been an instrumental
member of our Council for many years, having held most
the Oﬃcer positions at one time or another, as well as
being a charter member of our Assembly.
Bill and Joyce were deeply involved with our Parish,
particularly with the music ministry. Joyce, of course, was
the Pastoral Assistant for Music for many years. while Bill
was cantor, as well as playing the congas and bongos.
Please keep the Paxson family in your prayers.
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Brother John Guerrero checked in with us from his “other” home. Right:
Pictured here with Our Lady of Guadalupe shrine, and Above, with the Padre
Paloma Assembly 2419 that he meets with in Guam; Faithful Navigator is
Rocky Cruz.

NEW FEATURE!
Jack Seaman suggested we include Special Occasion Announcements
in the Newsletter — and it is certainly a good idea so we’ll give it a try!
If you would like any special occasion mentioned in the Newsletter:
i.e.) an anniversary, a birth, a birthday, a graduation,
a noteworthy accomplishment, etc.,
get me the word ASAP (before the 15th each month), and I’ll try to
include it in the next month’s Newsletter.
Include an appropriate picture if you’d like as well!
Happy Anniversary,
Knucklehead!

Dan O’Keefe is our
Knights of Columbus Field Agent.

January
Birthday Knights!
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
4th
4th
10th
14th
14th
15th
17th
26th

Richard Lopez
James Lomuda
Brian Engman
Ted Leniszewski
Ronald Cruz
Stephen Shirk
Donald Thompson
Wi#iam Dearey
Robert Jusko
Leonardo Lanot
Sennen Agorchukwu
Demetrio Reyes

If you have any insurance or
financial planning questions,
Phone: 360-808-2052, or
daniel.OKeefe@KOFC.ORG
Newsletter Editor: Mark Alcamo, at:
alcamos@comcast.net, or 360-377-3023.
Please feel free to contact me with comments or
suggestions, or if you’d like to submit something.

Happy Birthday,
Don Thompson!

Thanks for reading . . .
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You may find some of the theological exegesis over your head or too dense for your taste (or even nutty),
but I encourage you to get a# the way through it, as there is definitely truth exposed and good food for
thought.
- The Editor

In a Nut Shell: A Fable Explaining the Western Religious Landscape
The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about their squirrel infestation. After
much prayer and consideration, they concluded that the squirrels were predestined to be there, and they
shouldn't interfere with God's divine will.

In time, pray tell, some of these squirrels
were even considered reformed.
At the Baptist church the squirrels had taken an interest in
the baptistery. The deacons met and decided to put a waterslide on the baptister y and let the squirrels drown
themselves. The squirrels liked the slide and unfortunately,
knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as many squirrels
showed up the following week.
The Lutheran church decided that they were not
in a position to harm any of God's creatures. So,
they humanely trapped their squirrels and set
them free near the Baptist church.
Two weeks later the squirrels
were back when the Baptists took
down the water-slide.

The Episcopalians tried a much more unique
path by setting out pans of whiskey around
their church in an eﬀort to kill the squirrels
with alcohol poisoning.

They sadly
learned
how much
damage a
band of
drunk
squirrels
can do.

…But the Catholic
church came up with a
more very creative
strategy! They baptized
a# the squirrels and
made them members of
the Church.
Now they only see them at
Christmas and Easter!

However,
not even that
was as
eﬀective as
the Jewish
approach to
resolving this
squirre#y
problem…

They took the first squirrel they could catch and circumcised him!

They haven't seen a squirrel since.
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Please join us for our Second Annual
Th
Holy Trinity Parish
e

Men’s Retreat!

Presenter: Fr. John Topel, SJ, Jesuit Assistant to
the Dean of Seattle University Law School.
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Fr. Topel, SJ, is from Seattle and has been a Jesuit
since 1952; he was ordained a priest on June 12,
1965. He has a long relationship with Seattle
University, starting from 1971, when he became
the director of the Master's program in religious
education. Additionally, he has a long
association with the Olympic Peninsula: from
1993–2002 he celebrated Masses monthly at St.
Olaf in Poulsbo, from 2005–16 he was pastor at
St. Mary Star of the Sea in Port Townsend, and,
of course, for the past two years he has
celebrated our Saturday Masses here at Holy
Trinity Church.
We are indeed very fortunate to have him lead
our Retreat for us!

How do we Dind God in this troubled world?

With worldwide injustice and inequality, constant international turmoil, our own divisive and
confrontational society, and uncomfortable conclicts even within our immediate families, how should we
then live? Please join us as Fr John Topel, SJ, gives us the benecit of his 67 years as a Jesuit to lead us to
insights from the Word of God on how we, as Christians and Catholics, still cind God in this troubled world.

Date:

Saturday, January 18, 2020, from 12—4 PM,
Mass to follow at 5PM.
~ Registration and lunch (included) from 11AM—12PM.

Cost:

$25

Make checks payable to Holy Trinity Church; scholarships available.

(It could make a great Christmas/New Year’s gift ~ Gift Certicicates are available.)

Final Weekends to Sign-up: After all Masses on
Register
after Masses
on December
7/8 & 14/15.
January
4/5 and
January 11/12!

For more information, contact Deacon John at 425-412-0055 or 2dcnjohn@gmail.com
or Lois May at 360-479-9525, ext. 217 or l.may@holyt.org

!

!

MARK YOUR CALENDERS
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HOLY TRINITY
ASSEMBLY 3097

TO GO PARISH BOX BREAKFAST
SUNDAY JAN. 12TH, 2020
FOLLOWING 8:00, 9:45 & 11:30 MASS
Pick-up out front & back of Church Entrance

MENU
FRENCH TOAST
SCRAMBLED EGGS
SAUSAGE & POTATOES O’BRIEN
FRUIT
JUICE/COFFEE TO GO
BOX BREAKFAST - $8

Accepting Cash, Check or Credit Card

Fund raising for college scholarships
& Benedict House Meals

Treat your family- plan on take out!

